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The Aposto/ic Penitentiary in the Midd/e Ages and its historical records 

This essay analyses the petitions brought before the Apostolic Penitentiary 

concerning violence conunitted in the papal curia during the pontificate of Pius II 

(1458-1 464) .1 Since some readers m.ight not be fam.iliar with the Apostolic Penitentiary 
and its med.ieval sources, I will starr by explaining briefly what the Pen.itentiary was and 

what k.inds of documents its archives can offer us in respect of violence. 

The Apostol.ic Penitentiary was one of the papal offices - officially classified as 

one of the papal tribunals - which dealt with all the issues that concerned sins. Defin.ing 

the Pen.itentiary as a "tribunal" is, however, sl.ightly m.isleading because the office d.id 

not hold court sessions after which it would decide if a person were guilty or not guilty. 

The Christians who came before it were not l.itigants, but simply people who needed 

some kind of grace from the papal curia. Thus, the Penitentiary simply granred graces -
which people from all over Christendom requested in the form of a petition, supplicatio ­
to Christians who had a problern they had to solve.2 The powers given to the officc by 

the popes allowed it to grant four kinds of graces: 

The study is limited to one pontificate for the sake of proporcionality. This essay is a result of my research 
pro,ect "The Apostolic Penitenciaty and the Local Church," financed by the Academy of Finbnd, to 
which I wish to express my gracitude. 
About the history and funccioning of the Penitentiary, sce EmJI Göller, D ie piij)J/a(he Po'nittnliarie von ihrrm 
UriJJrung bis t!' ihrrr Umgeslaltllng 1111/er PiJIJ V., 2 vol. in 4 parts (Rome: König�ch Preuß1sches Historisches 
Institut in Rom, 1907-1911); Ludwig Schmugge, Patrick Hersperger and Beatrice Wiggenhauser, Die Sup­
plikenregilter der päpstlichen Pifnilenliarie aJIJ du Zeit PiJIJ' If. (1+58-1464), Bib�othek des Deutschen His­
torischen Instituts in Rom 84 (T'übingen: Niemeyer, 1996), 4-56; Kirsi Salonen, The Penitentiary as a Weil of 
Grace in the Llle Middle Ages. The Examp!t oj the Province oj Uppsala 1448-1527. Suomalaisen TJCdeakatemian 
To1mituksia - J\nnales Acaderniae Scienuarum Fennicae 313 (Saarijärvi: Finnish Aacademy of Sc,ences, 
2001), 40-56; Kirsi Salonen and Ludw1g Schmugge, A Sip Jrom I/Je 'Weil o[Graa': Medimzl Textsfrom the 
Aposto& Penilenliary, Studies in Med.ieval and Early Modem Canon Law 7 (Washington D.C: Catholic 

University of America Press, 2009) 13-6 and 69-83. 
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between two men who occasionally found themselves at the same time in the cuna 

because Johannes lived permanencly in Rome.2o 
Three petitioners were in monastic positions. One of them, Brother Rollandus 

Hospitis from an unknown cliocese, said that he was a monacus, but clid not reveal his 
order.21 Petrus Chance was a priest and Beneclicti.ne monk from a monastery outside 

Tours22 and Brother Franciscus de Brilhaco was the prior of the Beneclicti.ne monastery 
of Vigon in the cliocese of Bourges.23 

All the victims of violent behaviour had clerical stancling. The most numerous 

groups of victims were clerics (21 persons) and priests (16). In adclition, one acolyte, 

three canons, one clean, one deacon, one monk, and one subdeacon are mentioned as 

victims. In three cases the social status or clerical stancling of the victim was not speci­
fied. In one of these three cases there was a question about a more complex siruation. 

The supplication was made by six men from six clioceses of the Iberian peninsula (the 
dioceses of Valencia, Tarazona, Geronna, Lerida, Salamanca, and Tortosa) and they 

state that they had injured and wounded certain clerics and laymen in the Roman curia 

without specifying how many and under what circumstances.24 
In certai.n cases there was a question about quarrels between men who cer­

tainly knew each other already. Such must have been the case of Hugo Mongin, a cleric 

from the diocese of Besan<;on, who had hit and wounded in the Roman curia a certain 

cleric, J ohannes Ulphi.ni, from the same cliocese. It is possible that the men had travelled 
together to Rome to take care of some business and bad ended up fighti.ng in the curia. 

Another possibility is that the men were both working as clerics in the curia, but the 
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About him, see Schmugge, Hersperger and Wiggenhauser , Dit .S11ppliletnngister, 47. 
ASV, Penilen'?Jeria Ap., Reg. Matrim. el Div., vol. 7, fol. 256v-257r: Fm/er Rnlland11s H!Mpilir monoeHr in Rnmana 
CHna e:..-i.<ltns quendam deric11m pemmil, quan excomm11nicalions senlenltam tnc11rril. SIIJJplical igil11r q11olen11r ips11m u 

dicla excomm11nimtionis sen/enlia absolvi mandan dignemini. Fial d. .rpemli, Phi. S. umnntii in Uicina. 
ASV, Penilen'{juia Ap., Rtg. Matrim. el Diu., vol. 8, fol. 192r: PetfJIJ Cbance pmbiler momtCHS projess11J monasletii 
maioris prope T/}Jironis ordln is sancli Denedicli in curia Romana qumtkm dericum percussil el wlmrauil, propter quod 
exrommllmcaliom! senlenliam in ta/es gemraliler promulgalam in(Jirri/. Et CJ/111 idem clericJIJ ad plen11m con1KJI11eril, pelil 
absolvi idem pmbiler a dicla excommmtiraliom! senlentia. Fiat de .rpeaali, Phi 

ASV, Penilen'?Jeria Ap., Reg. Malrim. el Diu., vol. 13, fol. 177v: Fraler FranciS<"us de Brilhaco prior de Vigon ordinir 

ran<"fi ßenedicli Biluricen. diO<.: in c11ria Romana quendam clencum cano•icum And.gat�n. percursit el vulmrwil, q11an 
t-\l"OtllmHnit"Oiionis inCIIrri/ senlenliam, a qua pelit absolvi. Fiat de .rpedali, Ph1: 
ASV, Penilm'{jeria Ap., Reg. Matrim. el Diu., vol. 10, fol. 1 88v: Vinanci11s Roberli el Ltdo•icJIJ Adola, Bmngan·us 
Marlini de DarO(IJ, Cundissa/uus de Atera, Cuabriel Samso, Cuilklm11s Bmngarius 01'\!'olos, Petnu Frogmcha el 
Johannes d. Valencia elend el IaicHS Valenlin., Tirasomn., Cenmdm., !/erden., Salamanltn. el Der111sien. civitalis el 
diocesani man11s 1iolentas tn quordam clericos el laicos in curia Romana iniucmml ac eosd.m pemmemnl el wlneranml, 

quan excommunicalionum smlentias in 10/es lalas in(llmrunl, a quibus petuni absolvi. Fial de .rpedali, Jo. rps Castella­
nus, ttgcns. 
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short petition does not give any hints as to why they had ended up fighting.25 .'\nother 

petition teils about two men from the Iberian Peni.'!sula who had quarrelled in the curia. 

1\ccording to the text of the petition of Garsias Gunclissalvi de Castanneda, priest from 
the diocese of Burgos, he and a certain Alfonsus Fernandi de Hamusbo, canon of A vila, 

had had fights in the curia 26 Aloisius de Ghisilerüs, a cleric from Bologna assaulted 
Anthonius de Cassa, a priest from the diocese of Novara.27 Apart from the few cases 

where the name of the victim was stated, in most cases the perpetrator did not specify 

the victim by name or by provenance, but si.mply stated that he had injured a certain 
cleric or a certain priest (quendam dericum/ pmbyterum pemmil). 

w� vio/ence? 

The last point of my essay is the circumstances that led to violent behaviour. 

Why did these violent crimes take place? In principle, five main reasons for violent 

behaviour can be disti.nguished in the Penitenti.ary cases: 1) No explanation, 2) Instiga­
tion of the Devil, 3) Self-defencc, 4) Anger/hatred, and 5) Accident.28 

Almost all documents related to violent behavior in the Roman curia belong to 
the fust group, i.e., the Slipplicants do not offer any kind of explanation for why they 

assaulted their victirns. One of them was Didacus de Villa Corta, an acolyte from the 

diocese of Palencia, who had assaulted a priest without bloodshed (quendam presbyterum in 

curia absque sanguinis e.ffusione perCUJsil). His petition for absolution was granred by Cardinal 
Penitentiary Philippus Calandrini on 26 April 146P9 

In only three cases did the petitioners offer some kind of explanation for their 
behaviour. Two of them fit the fourth group of motivations, anger or hatred. Domini­

cus Nicolai, cleric from the diocese of Salamanca, explained in his petition, presented to 
the Pen.itentiary on 27 Ocrober 1462, that he had assaulted a certain priest because of 
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ASV, Peniten<:;jeria Ap., Reg. Mattim. et Div., vol. 10, fol. 133v: 1-lugo Mongin dmc111 ßiJuntin. dio,: quendam 

johanmm lP"Iph ini derimm eiusdem dioce. in Rnmana curia pemmil et wlmnwit, quare ex,·ommllnicationis .rwlentiam in 
talts latam incumi, a qua petit absolvi. Fiat dt speciali. Phi. Sancti Laumttii in Ll�tina. 
ASV, Penilen{jeria Ap., Reg. Matrim. tl Div., vol. 7, fol. 128v(·130r): ... Sua nobis Garnas Gundi.ralvi dt Castan· 
neda pmbtier Bu7,en di()( lator pmenti11m peticione monstrrll/li quod olim ipse pm11t lati11J tibt exponet et quidam Affimsll! 
Fernandi de 1-Jamusbo canomc11s Abulen in Homana mria exirlens nom111llas interse inimmt ... 
ASV, Pentien<f'ena Ap. ,  Reg. Matn'm. el Div., \'01. 9, fol. 185v: Aloui!titJ de Ghisiltrii.r cltricu.r Bononien. manuJ 

1ioltnlaJ in quendam presbitemm Anthonium dt Cassa NoiKJritn. inieccit in ,·uria, quare exr:nmm11nicationis senlenliflJ in 
talts lam per procwu.r apostolicos quam aliter htas inCIIrrit, a quibi<J petit abJoki. Fiat de rpetiali, Phi. S. Lourentii in 
Lucina. 

About mottvations and their explanations, see Salonen 2001, p. 294-7 as weil as Salonen, "The ApostoLe 
Penitenriary," forthcoming. 
ASV, Peniten<:;jeria Ap., Reg. Matrim. tl Div., vol. 9, fol. 154v: Didacus dt Villa Corta acolitu.r Palen/in. dill(. 
quendam prerbiten�m in curia absque sanguinis ef[lm'one perCIImi, quare excommunicationiJ Jententias incurrit a quib11.r 
petti abJolld. Fiat de speciali, Phi. S. Lourentii in Lucina. 
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hatred (ira motus manus violenlas in Ctln·a Romana in quendam presbyterum inieci�.30 Garsias 

Gunclissalvi, a priest from the cliocese of Burgos, in his turn had ended up in conilict 

with a certain Sancius in his room with the consequence that Sancius was wounded in 

the hand (... in curia conflictum mm quodam S ancio et in camera dicti exponentis fecit, in quo con­
.flictu idem Sancius modiCtlm super manu lesus remansi�. He obtamed absolution from the 

regent of the Penitentiary, Prothonotarius Galeottus de Odclis, on 21 May 1463 . .\1 The 

third documem is a bit more clifficult to fit into the above-mentioned typical categories 

because the supplicant, Oliverius du Boyfiagn, a cleric from the cliocese of Saint Malo, 

stated that he had acted maliciously, or more exacdy: He had maliciously tripped a priest 

with his foot so that the latter feil to the ground (quendam presbyterum in Romana Ctlria 
maliciose Ctlm pede ad terram cadere feci�. Oliverius was absolved of his misbehavior on 1 1  

Ocrober 1464 .32 

Conclusions 

What can be learned from these documents? First, the small nurober of cases 

handled in the Penitentiary demonstrates that violence in the curia was not an issue in 

the Late Nliddle Ages. The small nurober of such petitions, only 48 documents, made it 

difficult to make any kind of reliable statistical analysis on the basis of the material, but 

it does show that violent behaviour in the curia was a phenomenon that involved per­

sons from almost all parts of Christendom, thus, it was not just a phenomenon of Ital­

ian priests fighting with each other. 

Apart from the two homicide cases, Penitentiary documents indicate that vio­

lence in the curia was not especially ferocious. The worcling of the documents does not 

allow us to judge in all cases whether there was a question of violence with bloodshed 

or not. It seems that in many cases the violent act committed was not especially severe 

and it was more a question of a fight between two men. Weapons were used in assault 

only in rare cases, which indicates that it must have been a question of premeditated 

�' ASV, Penilen�eria Ap., Reg. Malrim. e/ Diz•., vol. 1 1 ,  fol. 234r: Dominwt.r Nicolai prerbiler Por/Nen. q11adam ira 
mo/JIJ man ur ziolenla.r in fllria Romana in quendam prerbilmzm inie«il, qxart e:xmmmzmicalronir mc11rril renlenliam in 
Iaie! g,enera!iler lalam, a qua ptlzl abJolr.i. Fial de Jf>tt iali !IJ!isfacln pnmo iniunam p.rsso el tomponal mm dalario. Jo. epi­
rcopt�r Clslellaml! regens. 

ll ASV, J>enilen�eria Ap.,  Rtg,. Malrim. el Diz., vol. 1 1 ,  fol. 192v: Ganias Gundiualti pmbzier ßu7,en. dioc. e:>.pnnil 
quod ipse in curia ,·nnjliclum cum quadam Sancio e/ in camera dicli exponenliJ flai in quo t1Jnfliclu idmt Sanaus modicum 
super manu lerus remanJil. EI mm diclfii exponem Ji premisra flcil auf ne r.tpplical lamen pro eius caulhtla, qua/eni/J ip­
!11111 a sentenlia exr:ommunicaliomi, Ji q11am prrmissorum occaJione incumi, absot.i mandort digmmim. Fial de specialr; 
G. prothon. de Oddis, z�gens. 

» ASV, J>eniUn�eria Ap., Reg. Malrim. el Div., vol. 13, fol. 135r: Oliverius du BI!J.fiagn dericuJ Maclovien. 4Joc. 
quendam pmbilerum in Romana Cllna nralicio.re cum pede ad lezram cadere jecil ac po!lmodum de aula Jive /enello per vim 
expuLril, propler quod exr:ommunicationü .rentenliam imcurril. Cunr IJJIItm de pm11rsinnibu! huiusmodi diclu.r pmbiter 
,·om'<Jiuttil, pelil t1 .rentenliü huiu.rmodi el pec.-atis ac exmJibus hui11J1110di drnlvi de gralia speriali. 
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violence that probably took place after one became angry with the other for one or 

another reason. 

As one might have suspected, most of the victims and perpetrators had clerical 

stancling, but a few laymen appear among the perpetrators as weil. This is quite under­

standable because numerous laypeople had busmess in the curia, too, and had to be 

present there. The documents unfortunately do not teil what the perpetrators and vic­

tims were doing in the curia. One can suspect that most of them were people who had 

come to the curia to handle some matter there and had ended up with a ftght during 

their temporary stay in Rome. On the other band, as the case of the Penitentiary proc­

tor, J ohannes de Lapide, demonstrates, some of the petitioners were persons working in 

the papal curia and thus their presence in Rome was permanent. 

Unfortunately these documents do not offer many detai1s regarcling these con­

ilicts, but at least they demonstrate that violence took place in the papal curia despite it 

being forbidden under the pain of excommunicanon. Nevenheless, the small number of 

these cases shows that most of the people present in the curia observed the norms and 

behaved properly. 



VIOLENCE AND THE MEDIEVAL CLERGY 



CEU MEDIEVALIA 16 

MEDIUM AEVUM QUOTIDIANUM 
Sonderband 26 (201 0) 

Series Editor: J6zsef Laszlovszky 
Series Teclmical Editor: Annabella Pal 



Violence and the Medieval Clergy 

Edited by 
Gerhard J aritz 

and 
Ana Marinkovic 

Medium Aevum Quotidianum 
Krems/Donau 

& 
Centtal European University 

Department of Medieval Studies 
& 

Centtal European University Press 
Budapest · New York 

Budapest, 2011 



© Editors and Contributors 2011 
Ist edition 

Technical Editor: Gerlurd Ja ritz 
Copy Editor: Judith Rasson 

Cover design for the series by Peter T6th 

Cover Illustration: 
Trec of Vices (detail), th.ird quartcr 13"' cenrury, Austria. 
Vicnna, Austrian National Library, cod. 12538, fol. 13r 

Joint publication by: 

Medium Aevum Quotidian um 
Körnermarkt 13, 3500 Krems, Austria 

Telephone (+43-2732) 84793, Fax (+43-2732) 64793-1 

Centrat European University 
Department of Medieval Studies 

Nador u. 9, H-1051 Budapcst, Hungary 
Telephone: (+36-1) 327-3051, Fax: (+36-1) 327-3055 

E-mail: medsrud@ceu.hu, Website: htr;:p://mcdsrud.ceu.hu 

Central European University Press 
An imprint of the Ccntral European University Share Company 

Nador u. 11, H-105 I Budapest, Hungary 
Telephone: (+36-1) 327-3138, Fa." (+36-1) 327-3183 

E-mail: ccupress@ccu.hu, Website: http-//www.ceupress.com 
400 West 59"' Street, New York NY 10019, USA 

Telephone (+1-212) 547-6932, Fax: (+1-646) 557-2416 
E-mail: mgreenwald@sorosny.org 

All rights reserved. No part of th.is publication may be reproduced, storcd in rerrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the permission of the Publishers. 

Published with the support of niederosterreich kultur 

!SSN 1587-6470 CEU MEDIEVALIA 
ISBN 978-615-5053-26-9 

Libraty of Congrcss Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Violence and thc Mcdieval Clergy / edited by Gcrhard Jaritz, Ana Marinkovic- Ist ed. 
p. cm. -- (CEU medievalia; 16) 

Papers from the workshop "Coping with violencc, and the mcdicval clcrgy (from thc local settlement of 
dispure to approach.ing the Papal Penitentiary)," held at Dubrovnik in 2008. 
I ncludes bibliographical refcrcnces and index. 
ISBN 978-6155053269 (pbk.) 

1. Violencee--Religious aspects--Catholic Church--History--To 1500--Congresscs. 2. Catholic Church­
Europc--Cicrgy--History--To 1500--Congresses. 3. Church history--Middle Ages, 600-1500--Congresses. 

!. Jaritz, Gerhard, 1949- 1!. Marinkovic, Ana. 
BX1069.5.V56 2011 
261.8'3--dc22 

2010052375 

Printed in Hungary by Akaprint Kft., Budapcst 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

Peter Clarke, The Meclieval Clergy and Violence: An Historiographical Introduction . . . .  3 

Kirsi Salonen, The Apostolic Penitentiary and Violence in the Roman Curia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 

Torstein jorgemen, "Killings, Unfortunately, Take Place More Often Here than 

Anywhere Else:" Civil and Clerical Homicide in Late Meclieval Norway . . . . . . .  29 

Etleva Lo/a, Violence and the Clergy in Late Meclieval Albania: 
with and without the Penitenriary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47 

Gerhard Jmitt The Bread-Knife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55 
Gordan Ravanfif, Sacred Space, Violence and Public Law 111 the Cloisters 

of the Franciscan and Dominican Hauses ofDubrovnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Ne/la Lonza, The Priest Barbius and His Crime before the State and Church 

Authorities of Meclieval Dubrovnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77 

List of Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91 

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  93 



PREFACE 

Studies of the Apostolic Penitentiary and its role and function for all strata of 

late medieval society have become an important field of research at tbe international 

Ievel. The requests of Christians for grace to be granred by the papal curia offer infor­

mation about a variety of problems and needs that confronred both clerics and lay­

people and made petitions to rhe pope necessary or, at least, advisable. 

Since 2001, the Department of Medieval Studies of Central European Univer­

sity has been concentrating on comparative researcb in the East Central European dara 

of the Penitentiary Registers. This has led to intensive cooperation with other scholars 

in the field, to a number of international meetings and the publication of their results.1 

The most recent of these workshops was held in Dubrovnik in 2008 and dealt with a 

research question for which rhe Penitentiary registers contain rich material: "Coping 

wirb Violence, and the Medieval Clergy (from the Local Settlement of Dispute to Ap­

proaching the 1\postolic Penitentiary)." 

In recent decades research into violence in the Middle Ages has seen a par­
ticular boom. In a !arge number of studies historians discovered that violence was om­

nipresent in medieval society and affected all areas of life and the members of all social 

strata. Although one has to be careful with such generalizations, it can be stated that the 

survivi.ng sources deal regularly with issues of violent actions, signs and results of vio­

lence, violent people and coping with violence. Members of the clergy played an im­

portant role in recordi.ng such evidence - as weiters about violence and critics of vio­

lence, but also as perpetrators, victims, and witnesses. However, systematic analyses of 

the patterns of behaviour and the different functions and actions of clerics on these 

issues have not yet been realized often in a context-bound and comparative way. The 

Dubrovnik workshop aimed to contribute towards changing this situation and offer a 

forum to discuss questions about the various roles of medieval clerics in the attempts 

The results of meetings at Bergen (2003) and Budapest (2004) were published in Gerhard Jaritz, 

Torstern J0rgensen and Kirsi Salonen (ed.), The Lang Arm of Papal Authority. Late Medieva/ 

Chnsllan Peripheriesand Their Commumcation wllh the Holy See, CEU Medievalia 8 (Budapest and 
New York: Central European University Press, 2005); selected papers of a workshop at Rome (2005) 
may be found in iidem (ed.), ... et usque ad ultimum terrac The Apostolic Penitentiary in Local 

Contexts, CEU Medievalia 10 (Budapest and New York: Central European University Press, 2007). 
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and processes designed to cope with violence. Particular emphasis was put on the func­
tion of the Apostolic Penitentiary and its decisions in th.is context. This volume contains 
selected contributions from the meeting. 

In his introductory paper, Peter Clarke offers an overview of the state of the 
art of research into the connection of the clergy and violence in the :Middle J\ges. Kirsi 
Salonen concentrates on violence at the Roman curia and its reflection in the Peruten­
tiary records. Torstein ]0rgensen and Etleva Lala deal with violence and the clergy in 
two peripheral areas of medieval Western Christianity, namely, Norway and Albania, 
and also include Penitentiary evidence in their analysis. Gerhard Ja ritz sn1dies the role of 
one important object in the violence-bound argumentation of the supplicants to rhe 
Penitentiary: the short bread-knife that was allowed to be carried by everyone and did 
not count as a weapon, but seems to have been used regularly as such. Gordan Ravancic 
and Nella Lonza offer analyses of problems of violence occurring in the clerical space of 
medieval Dubrovnik. 

November, 2011 Gerhard Jaritz (Budapest and Kl:ems) 
Ana Marinkovic (Budapest and Zagreb) 
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PREFACE 

Studies of the Apostolic Penitentiary and its role and function for all strata of 

late medieval society have become an important field of research at tbe international 

Ievel. The requests of Christians for grace to be granred by the papal curia offer infor­

mation about a variety of problems and needs that confronred both clerics and lay­

people and made petitions to rhe pope necessary or, at least, advisable. 

Since 2001, the Department of Medieval Studies of Central European Univer­

sity has been concentrating on comparative researcb in the East Central European dara 

of the Penitentiary Registers. This has led to intensive cooperation with other scholars 

in the field, to a number of international meetings and the publication of their results.1 

The most recent of these workshops was held in Dubrovnik in 2008 and dealt with a 

research question for which rhe Penitentiary registers contain rich material: "Coping 

wirb Violence, and the Medieval Clergy (from the Local Settlement of Dispute to Ap­

proaching the 1\postolic Penitentiary)." 

In recent decades research into violence in the Middle Ages has seen a par­
ticular boom. In a !arge number of studies historians discovered that violence was om­

nipresent in medieval society and affected all areas of life and the members of all social 

strata. Although one has to be careful with such generalizations, it can be stated that the 

survivi.ng sources deal regularly with issues of violent actions, signs and results of vio­

lence, violent people and coping with violence. Members of the clergy played an im­

portant role in recordi.ng such evidence - as weiters about violence and critics of vio­

lence, but also as perpetrators, victims, and witnesses. However, systematic analyses of 

the patterns of behaviour and the different functions and actions of clerics on these 

issues have not yet been realized often in a context-bound and comparative way. The 

Dubrovnik workshop aimed to contribute towards changing this situation and offer a 

forum to discuss questions about the various roles of medieval clerics in the attempts 

The results of meetings at Bergen (2003) and Budapest (2004) were published in Gerhard Jaritz, 

Torstern J0rgensen and Kirsi Salonen (ed.), The Lang Arm of Papal Authority. Late Medieva/ 

Chnsllan Peripheriesand Their Commumcation wllh the Holy See, CEU Medievalia 8 (Budapest and 
New York: Central European University Press, 2005); selected papers of a workshop at Rome (2005) 
may be found in iidem (ed.), ... et usque ad ultimum terrac The Apostolic Penitentiary in Local 

Contexts, CEU Medievalia 10 (Budapest and New York: Central European University Press, 2007). 



2 PREFACE 

and processes designed to cope with violence. Particular emphasis was put on the func­
tion of the Apostolic Penitentiary and its decisions in th.is context. This volume contains 
selected contributions from the meeting. 

In his introductory paper, Peter Clarke offers an overview of the state of the 
art of research into the connection of the clergy and violence in the :Middle J\ges. Kirsi 
Salonen concentrates on violence at the Roman curia and its reflection in the Peruten­
tiary records. Torstein ]0rgensen and Etleva Lala deal with violence and the clergy in 
two peripheral areas of medieval Western Christianity, namely, Norway and Albania, 
and also include Penitentiary evidence in their analysis. Gerhard Ja ritz sn1dies the role of 
one important object in the violence-bound argumentation of the supplicants to rhe 
Penitentiary: the short bread-knife that was allowed to be carried by everyone and did 
not count as a weapon, but seems to have been used regularly as such. Gordan Ravancic 
and Nella Lonza offer analyses of problems of violence occurring in the clerical space of 
medieval Dubrovnik. 

November, 2011 Gerhard Jaritz (Budapest and Kl:ems) 
Ana Marinkovic (Budapest and Zagreb) 


